
Business Consult-

H I S T O R I C  B U S  T O U R S  
A R E  B A C K !  

UPDATE FROM THE DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE 

 

 

Saturday, June 4th is the day youôve been 
waiting for! Itôs the date of the first 2011 
annual ñhistoric fort siteò bus tour. As in 
previous years, Historian Norman Baker will 
be your guide. Space is limited and the trip 
is filling up fast so we recommend making 
reservations quickly to avoid disappointment 
in case of a sell-out.  

The tour group will meet in the parking lot at 

the Food Lion on Route 522 N at 9:00 am 

(about 2.5 miles North of Old Town 

Winchester.) Once weôre all aboard the 

comfortable, air-conditioned bus, weôll follow 

the  Old Wagon Road, stopping at the site 

of several forts along the way to Fort 

Cumberland. Weôll return by Braddockôs 

Road to Winchester. 

(continued on page 2) 

 
2011 Up-Coming Events  

 

 

May 21  
Fort Loudoun Day 

 

June 4  
Historic Bus Tour 

 
Fall       
Historic Bus Tour(s) 

 

Fall       
10th Year Anniversary Event 

 

November  

Annual Meeting 

 

 

  

French & Indian War Foundation  
 

ñPRESERVING AND INTERPRETING THE COLONIAL HISTORY OF VIRGINIAò 

 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  

  

  

 
 
 

 WINCHESTERôS 
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Thanks to the generous support of so many people over the years, the French 
and Indian War Foundation is celebrating its 10th anniversary in 2011! 
 
Major accomplishments throughout this first decade include: 
 

¶ Purchasing the Baker-Hardy house on which part of Fort Loudoun was built  

¶ Conducting tours of the grounds for locals, students, and tourists 

¶ Placing historical markers at the site of Fort Loudoun 

¶ Publishing a book on the history of Fort Loudoun* 

¶ Producing, for the first time, a drawing of what Fort Loudoun looked like in 
its prime* 

¶ Conducting bus tours of numerous French & Indian War forts in the area* 

¶ Holding annual gatherings in recognition of George Washingtonôs birthday 

¶ Annually presenting an award to the individual who made an outstanding 
contribution to the French and Indian War Foundationôs mission 

¶ Annual ceremony, each May, to hoist the British Flag, bringing awareness 
to Fort Loudoun in Winchester and its importance to the war 

¶ Engaging and educating the public via our website, printed materials, and 
public events 

¶ Engaging students in French & Indian War programs and essays 

* Norman Baker, Historian 

 
 



 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Members and Friends, 
 
I am honored to be your President during this 10th 
anniversary year of the Winchester French & Indian 
War Foundation.  
 
Although I have limited my term on the Board to one 
year, my affiliation with the foundation began three 
years ago as a Soldier & Friend of the Foundation. As 
such, the British Embassy in Washington, D.C. was 
contacted to invite a representative of Her Majestyôs 
forces to participate in Fort Loudoun Day in May of 
2009 and 2010, and Robert Gerenser was contacted 
to participate in the November 2010 fundraiser  held at 
the George Washington Hotel. I, again, thank 
everyone who helped with these events. 
 
This past February 20th, we kicked off our 10th 
anniversary year with a birthday brunch at Piccadillyôs 
Public House & Restaurant honoring the birthday of 
our beloved George Washington. Our speakers were: 
Col. Edward Bell, Mr. Michael Foreman, Mr. James 
Moyer, & Mrs. Shelly Lee. They spoke on George 
Washingtonôs penned Rules of Civility & Decent 
Behavior.  Their participation provided us with an 
interesting, fun afternoon. The brunch and the pianist 
were also well received. 
 

(continued on page 5) 

  

H I S TO R I C  B U S  T O U R S  A R E  B A C K !          (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)  

THE FUN RETURNS JUNE 4,  2011 AT 9:00  A.M.  

for the Revolutionary War. His 
words were stirring. 
 
General Washington was intro-
duced by our very own Col. 
James W ood, who was 
portrayed by our board member 
Steve Resan. The drummer was 
Master Sgt. Andrew Germelman 

and the fife player was U.S. 
Army Sgt. Justin Eller, Iraq war 
Veteran. Everyone enjoyed the 
evening and the Foundation 
made a profit.  

On November 19, 2010, the 
French and Indian War 
Foundation fundraiser was 
held at the Winchester George 
Washington Hotel. This fantas-
tic event included appetizers, a 
cash bar, a large silent auction 
table, and three bargain tables. 
Special thanks to Lynda 
Jeffrey Plott and Dr. Curtis 
Plott. 
 
The featured speaker for this 
event was Robert Gerenser, 
an actor and historian from 
Bucks County, PA who por-
trayed General George Wash-
ington in full uniform; he was 
accompanied by Lady Wash-
ington (Justine Walters.) Col. 
Washington regaled us with 
revolutionary war stories and 
spoke of how his experiences 
on the Virginia frontier and the 
river crossings prepared him 

UPDATE ON THE NOVEMBER 19, 2010 FALL  

FUNDRAISER EVENT  

F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  U P D A T E  

 

Reservations are being taken by the 

Foundationôs secretary, Alan 

Morrison. He can be reached at 540-

6 6 7 - 5 9 7 8  o r  b y  em a i l  a t 

amorison@att.net. (When emailing 

reservations, please request Alan 

confirm your reservation.) Seats are 

$60.00 per person and include a 

delicious box lunch (thanks to 

Suzanne Baker.) Questions can  also 

be addressed to Alan at the contact 

information above. 

 

Hope to see you there!  
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Board meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 pm. 
 
President,  Julia McCaul 
Vice President, Linda Q. Ross 
Past President, Brett Osborn (acting) 
Treasurer, Jim Shipp 
Secretary, Alan Morrison 
Historian, Norman Baker 
 
Committee Chairs  
 
Education & Outreach, Open 
Building & Grounds,  Jim Shipp 
Development, Open 
Membership, Morgan Pierce 
Finance, Jim Shipp 

 
Call for Committee Members!  
 
If you have ideas, time, or resources 
and would like to actively participate on 
any of these committees, please contact 
the committee chair or Julia McCaul.  
 
The ability of the Foundation to achieve 
its goals are directly relative to your par-
ticipation and continued support.  
 
 

French and Indian War in Frederick County by Norman L. Baker* 

A French Aristocrat in the American West  by Dr. Carl Ekberg* 

Empires at War by William M. Fowler, Jr. 

Fort Loudoun: Washingtonôs First Fort  by Norman L. Baker* 

Empire of Fortune by Francis Jennings 

Crucible of War by Fred Anderson 

The War That Made America by Fred Anderson 

Montcalm and Wolfe by Francis Parkman 

*Foundation Member 

 

 R E C O M M E N D E D  R E A D I N G  L I S T  

THE 2011 BOARD  B A K E R - H A R D Y  H O M E  G E T S  N E W  T E N A N T S  

A N D  M U C H  N E E D E D  I M P R O V E M E N T  

B U I L D I N G  A N D  G R O U N D S  C O M M I T T E E  U P D A T E  

READ ALL ABOUT IT!  

Thanks to a generous donation by member Robert Roughton, Jr., the board voted 

to purchase and install much needed attic insulation in the Baker-Hardy home 

(which sits on the historically important site of George Washingtonôs Fort 

Loudoun.) 

ñAfter hearing from the last several renters that the cost of heating the home was 

a deciding factor in not renewing their lease, we decided that the insulation was 

the most cost-effective solution to the problem and an important improvement we 

could make to the property. This will ensure we can retain quality renters now and 

in the futureò explains Building and Grounds committee chairman Jim Shipp, ñIt is 

also an environmentally responsible action that the Foundation can take and 

those things matter today.ò 

In addition, since our last newsletter, Ms. Carol Bledsoe and her grown daughter, 

have rented the home. Ms. Bledsoe has owned and operated a successful home 

cleaning business in the local area for the last 30 years. 

The lease with Ms. Bledsoe extends from October 15, 2010 to October 31, 2011, 

and we are very happy to welcome her and her family to the Baker-Hardy home. 

(And if anyone needs a good house cleaner, be sure to contact Ms. Bledsoe 

directly or through one of our board members!) 

  

Great news for avid readers!  
There is now a link on our website homepage to the worldôs most popular online 
bookstore: Amazon.com. When you're ready to purchase books, head to our 
website first (www.FrenchandIndianWarFoundation.org) and click on the Amazon 
link. When you purchase books using  this link, the Foundation receives 15% of 
each sale! What a great way to use technology to keep history alive for all of us! 
(Please spread the word to friends and family too!) 

 B U Y  B O O K S  O N  A M A Z O N  A N D  S U P P O R T  T H E  F I W F  
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Foundation was presented: Norman 
Baker, Brett Osborn, Dr. Carl Ekberg, 
Steve Resan, David Look, Helen 
Ritter, Kimberlee Hayward, Linda   
Ross, Jim Shipp, Alan Morrison, Julia 
McCaul, and Morgan Pierce, with 
Julia McCaul and Morgan Pierce 
being new (board) members.  

Nominations were opened to the floor. 
Motion by Alan Morrison to accept the 
recommended members with a 
second by Carl Ekberg. Motion by Jim 
Shipp to close the nominations, 
second by Alan Morrison. A voice 
vote was approved with no nays or 
abstentions. 

Linda Ross, the 2009 recipient of the 
Fort Loudoun Award, presented the 
2010 award to Jim Shipp. She gave a 
very detailed listing of Jimôs 
accomplishments, support and duties. 
Jim has served as Treasurer of the 
Foundation for several years and has 
been the lead on maintenance and 
upkeep of our property at the site of 
Fort Loudoun. Jimôs recognition is 
based on his dedication to supporting 
the Foundation in a variety of ways. 

Shipp. Jim also reported that the 
Thomas Marquis Springhouse 
property (aka Colvilllôs Fort), sold 
leaving a liability of $75,000 owed by 
the FIWF. This amount, along with 
the $97,000 remaining on the Ft. 
Loudoun property mortgage, was 
refinanced into a new mortgage of 
$174,600, including closing costs, 
with a monthly payment of $1,079.46. 

A Certificate of Appreciation was pre-
sented to Helen Ritter, Board 
Member, for her outstanding service 
to the organization. A Certificate of 
Appreciation was presented to Robert 
Roughton, Jr. for his continuing 
support and generosity. 

A personalized, engraved powder 
horn was presented to Greg 
Hutchinson for his legal support in the 
property affairs of this past year. The 
powder horn was carved by Gary 
Drake a local artist and past board 
member.  

The slate for the Board of Directors of 
The French and Indian War 

The 9th annual meeting of the French and 
Indian War Foundation was held on 
November 7, 2010 at the new Senior 
Center in the Jim Barnett Park. The 
meeting was called to order by Brett 
Osborn at 2:50 pm.  Brett introduced Dr. 
Carl Ekberg who spoke on ñGeorge 
Washingtonôs Worthy Adversariesò (a look 
at some of the French officers who were 
opposing the young George Washington 
during the French and Indian War period.) 

Dr. Ekberg covered the histories of five 
French officers and how they had 
interacted with our young George 
Washington during this period. This pre-
sented a very different perspective on the 
French and Indian War for many in 
attendance. 

After this very noteworthy presentation, 
Brett began the business meeting with  
the treasurerôs report, presented by Jim 

ANNUAL MEETING 
REPORT 

ñEducation is one of the most 

important functions of  the 

Foundationò states Kimberlee 

Hayward, Education and Outreach 

committee member and board 

member. ñIn 2011 weôre putting a 

focus on getting area students 

involved in the organization and 

reaching more comm uni ty 

members with the vast amount of 

educational knowledge this 

organization holds.ò 

Members are being asked for their 

ideas and help establishing 

relationships with local educators 

and community organizations.  

Please contact Kimberlee Hayward 

(kim@kimerleehayward.com) with 

your ideaséall are welcome! 

 

1 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  Y E A R  B R I N G S  F O C U S  O N  E D U C AT I O N  
A N D  O U T R E A C H  

EDUCATION AND OUTREA CH COMMITTEE UPDATE  
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